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The Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network 
(BCAN) is a community of patients, caregivers, 

survivors, advocates, medical and research 
professionals united in support of people 

impacted by bladder cancer.



Bladder cancer continued to impact thousands of patients and 
their families in 2023, with more than 82,000 new diagnoses. 
Recognizing the urgency, BCAN redoubled its efforts to 
support today’s patients and fund tomorrow’s promising 
medical research.

To that end, we reinforced our commitment to advancing 
bladder cancer research by awarding two Research Innovation 
Awards, one Career Development Award, five Young Investigator 
Awards, and eight John Quale Travel Fellowships in 2023.

Expanding our marketing and communications activities was 
also a key focus, ensuring that more bladder cancer patients 
are aware of BCAN’s vital educational programs and support 
services. Additionally, our signature Walks to End Bladder Cancer 
raised over $820,000, enabling us to sustain our crucial mission.

BCAN continued to expand its free resources and information to 
address the critical challenges faced by bladder cancer patients 
and their loved ones. Among our accomplishments was the 
launch of a toll-free support line for bladder cancer patients, 
caregivers, and the bereaved. Staffed by trained oncology social 
workers, callers receive information about BCAN’s programs, 
advice on managing financial toxicity, and referrals to other 
helpful resources.

We express our heartfelt gratitude to our generous donors and 
corporate partners. None of our accomplishments in 2023 
would have been possible without their unwavering support, 
which has made a meaningful impact on the lives of bladder 
cancer patients and those who love them.

As we reflect on the achievements of 2023, we reiterate our 
commitment to addressing the needs of patients and their loved 
ones. Together, we will continue to strive for more and better 
tomorrows. 

With deep appreciation,
Andrea and Jared

Jared Sher  
Board Chairman

Andrea Maddox-Smith  
BCAN CEO
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EDUCATION & SUPPORT

PATIENT INSIGHT WEBINARS
BCAN’s Patient Insight Webinars provide a dynamic and 
accessible platform for participants to engage with expert-
led presentations on critical aspects of bladder cancer, 
including diagnosis, treatment, and quality of life. Featuring 
renowned specialists from urology, radiation oncology, 
medical oncology, and other fields, these webinars cover an 
extensive array of topics. In 2022, BCAN hosted 10 impactful 
webinars that included topics about life after radical 
cystectomy, understanding muscle-invasive and non-muscle-
invasive bladder cancer, and addressing sexual health 
concerns post-bladder cancer.

TREATMENT TALKS
Treatment Talks are interactive Zoom sessions 
that dive into bladder cancer treatment 
options and essential topics. Each session 
highlights a medical expert who offers a brief 
overview of a specific treatment and a patient 
who shares their personal experience with that 
treatment. Following the discussion, attendees 
can participate in a live Q&A session with 
the experts. To ensure no detail is missed, 
a comprehensive transcript of the call is 
provided, capturing frequently asked questions 
and their answers.

32 PEOPLE PARTICIPATED IN  
TWO TREATMENT TALKS.

COFFEE & CONVERSATIONS
Virtual Coffee and Conversations sessions 
connect patients and families, foster local 
communities, and provide valuable knowledge 
about bladder cancer treatment resources 
in their area. These personalized, online 
presentations showcase bladder cancer experts 
who are regionally based. Through Zoom, 
patients have the opportunity to interact with 
and inquire about available resources at their 
hospitals or medical practices from their local 
medical professionals.

974 PEOPLE REGISTERED 
FOR 12 WEBINARS
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BLADDER CANCER PATIENT 
SUMMIT
Recognizing the fact that not all can travel long 
distances to attend a Summit for Patients and 
Families, in 2023 and for the first time, BCAN 
hosted two Summits - in Phoenix, AZ and 
Nashville, TN. Attendees engaged with leading 
bladder cancer experts who shared insights on 
the latest and forthcoming research advances. 
They also connected with fellow patients 
and caregivers through breakout sessions 
and gained a deeper understanding of BCAN 
programs and services.

EDUCATION & SUPPORT

321 PEOPLE REGISTERED FOR  
THE TWO SUMMITS

BLADDER CANCER MATTERS 
PODCAST

In 2023, BCAN produced 
22 podcast episodes, 
which were downloaded 
19,616 times. These 
bladder cancer-focused 
podcasts provide patients 

and caregivers with in-depth interviews 
and discussions on relevant issues. The 
convenient format allows listeners to easily 
access important information while raising 
awareness about bladder cancer and the 
resources available through BCAN and our 
partners. The most popular podcasts of 
2023 were:

1. �What Do I Do If BCG Treatments Don’t 
Work with Dr. Michael O’Donnell

2. �What to Know About BCG Treatments for 
Bladder Cancer with Dr. Ashish Kamat

3. What is Bladder Cancer Pathology?
4. �Bladder Cancer Was Sue’s Third Type of 

Cancer 
5. �What a Robotic Cystectomy is with Dr. 

Dipen Parekh

http://www.bcan.org
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EDUCATION & SUPPORT/ ADVOCACY & AWARENESS

BCAN.ORG WEBSITE
The BCAN website continues to serve as the 
primary gateway to our organization. With 
hundreds of pages of scientifically-reviewed, 
patient-friendly information about bladder 
cancer, BCAN.org has become a trusted 
resource for thousands of patients, caregivers, 
and medical and research professionals.

1,187,170
425,956 UNIQUE SITE VISITORS GENERATED

WEBSITE  
PAGE VIEWS

ASK THE EXPERTS 
EVENT
On May 24, 2023, BCAN 
hosted our annual Ask the 
Experts event, a fascinating 
and informative question 
and answer session about 
the present and future of 
bladder cancer diagnosis and 
treatment. The two experts 
were Dr. Philip Abbosh of the 

Einstein Medical Center in Philadelphia and Dr. 
Tracy Rose, an Associate Professor of Medicine 
at the University of North Carolina School of 
Medicine.

BEACON OF HOPE AWARD
In May 2023, during Bladder 
Cancer Awareness Month, BCAN 
held our third annual Beacon of 
Hope special recognition event. 
We invited our community to 
nominate individuals who had 
been a beacon of light during their 
or someone else’s bladder cancer journey. The BCAN 
community then voted for the nominee they believed 
was most deserving. Nancy Parrish, a bladder cancer 
survivor and dedicated volunteer, received the highest 
number of votes and was honored as the third 
Beacon of Hope Award recipient.



BCAN.org    |    888.901.BCAN 7

ADVOCACY & AWARENESS

BLADDER CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH
Bladder Cancer Awareness Month (BCAM), 
observed every May, is a dedicated time to 
increase public awareness about bladder 
cancer, one of the most common cancers in 
the United States. This month is important 
because it focuses on raising knowledge about 
the risk factors, symptoms, and the latest 
treatment options for bladder cancer, aiming to 
promote early detection and support individuals 
impacted by this disease. In May, BCAN had:

• Incredible Walks in 15 cities 

• �More than 3,900 votes for our 2023 Beacon of 
Hope award contest

• �In excess of 200 registrants for our Ask the 
Experts Zoom event

WALK TO END BLADDER CANCER
In April and May, Walks to End Bladder Cancer 
were held in multiple cities across the U.S. 
Thanks to the incredible support of our 
community, BCAN raised more than $820,000. 
This achievement enabled us to expand our 
programs and services, providing even greater 
support to bladder cancer patients and their 
loved ones.

$821,298 RAISED BY  
WALKERS  
NATIONWIDE

http://www.bcan.org
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RESEARCH

Young Investigator Awards
In May 2023, BCAN announced the recipients 
of its five Young Investigator Awards, aimed at 
fostering the development of exceptional early-
career research scientists and clinical cancer 
investigators dedicated to improving the lives 
of bladder cancer patients. The 2023 awards 
highlighted the impressive volume and quality 
of submissions, made possible by the generous 
support of our donors. The 2023 BCAN Young 
Investigator Awards were presented to:

• Jonathan Chou, MD, PhD

• Kathryn Gessner, MD, PhD

• Sean Clark-Garvey, MD, MPH

• Soonbum Park, PhD

The 2023 Patient-Centered Clinical Research 
Young Investigator Award was presented to 
Rishi Sekar, MD.

2023 BLADDER CANCER RESEARCH AWARDS

Dr. Chou

Dr. Garvey

Dr. Sekar

Dr. Gessner

Dr. Park
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RESEARCH

2023 Bladder Cancer Research  
Innovation Award
Since 2009, the Bladder Cancer Advocacy Network 
(BCAN) has invested millions in bladder cancer 
research. In 2023 alone, $1,241,000 was awarded 
through one Career Development Award ($250,000), 
two Innovation Awards ($300,000 each), four Young 
Investigator Awards ($75,000 each) and eight John 
Quale Travel Fellowships ($2,000 each). The BCAN 
Bladder Cancer Research Innovation Awards fund 
high-risk, high-reward projects with the potential to 
achieve groundbreaking advancements in our under-
standing of bladder cancer. The 2023 awardees were:

Christopher Garris, PhD, Assistant Professor, 
Pathology, Center for Systems Biology, Massachu-
setts General Hospital. Research: Overcoming im-
mune suppressive myeloid cell barriers in bladder 
cancer

John Taylor, MD, MS, Professor, Urology; Co-Leader, 
Drug Discovery Development & Experimental Thera-
peutics. Research: Exploring therapeutic vulnerabil-
ities for drug development in bladder cancer using 
Down Syndrome as a novel model

2023 Bladder Cancer Think Tank

The 2023 Bladder Cancer Think Tank scientific 
meeting (TT23) took place in Washington, 
DC, from August 2-4, 2023. BCAN once again 
brought together a diverse group of clinicians, 
researchers, patient and caregiver advocates, 
and industry partners with a shared mission to 
create more and better tomorrows for bladder 
cancer patients and loved ones.

TT23 sparked stimulating collaborative 
dialogues within six plenary sessions, as well 
as an array of seven breakout sessions. This 
year’s event also proudly introduced a fresh 
cohort of eight exceptional John Quale Travel 
Fellows, featuring the next generation of 
great minds in bladder cancer research and 
patient care.

Eugene Pietzak, MD  
Think Tank 23 Chair

Dr. Garris Dr. Taylor
Bishoy M. Faltas, MD
Think Tank 23 Co-chair

http://www.bcan.org
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION

In 2023, BCAN received the prestigious four-star rating from Charity Navigator, 
America’s largest independent charity evaluator, reflecting our exceptional track 
record of success and governance excellence. In 2020, Charity Navigator’s CEO, 
Michael Thatcher, remarked: “BCAN’s exceptional 4-star rating sets it apart from 
its peers and demonstrates its trustworthiness to the public.” 
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2023 MAJOR DONORS

$250,000–$499,999
EMD Serono Inc.
Genentech, Inc
Gilead Sciences, Inc.
Ferring Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
Janssen Scientific Affairs, LLC
The JPB Foundation
Seagen/Astellas 

$100,000–$249,999
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals
Charina Foundaton, Inc.
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
Bicycle Therapeutics
Gerald McNamara and
  Renée Petrofes
Merck & Co
Pacific Edge Diagnostics USA 
Photocure
UroGen Pharma
Tyra Biosciences Inc.

$50,000–$99,999
Eli Lilly
CG Oncology, Inc.
ImmunitiyBio Inc.
Dr. Joan Sarnat and
  David Hoffman

$25,000–$49,999
Daiichi Sankyo Inc
Mr. and Mrs. Larry Field
Flare Therapeutics, Inc.
Foundation Medicine, Inc.
The GO Big Red Foundation
James and Pamela Harris
Kinnate Biopharma Inc
Mr. and Mrs. David Pulver
Malcolm (Mick) J. Tuesley

$10,000–$24,999
Lamberto Andreotti
Raymond D. Brown
Jessica Donovan

Marilyn S. Eichmann
Mr. and Mrs. Timothy Fuller
PeerView Institute for Medical
  Education
Protara Therapeutics
Louis Perlmutter
Rush Enterprises Inc.
Triangle Community Foundation Inc.
Malcolm J. Tuesley
WebMD
Diane Zipursky Quale 
  and John Holmes

$5,000–$9,999
Anonymous
Azeez Foundation
Thomas E. Campbell
Creative Educational
  Concepts, Inc.
Jim and Karen Frank
David C. Farrell
The Grinberg Family Foundation
Mary C. Gushée
Hulitar Family Foundation
Melville Hodge
Beverly M. James
Ms. Sandy Jess
Dr. Seth and Karen Lerner
Robert Levin
Neil Love
Jon Mills
The Bernard Stern Foundation,
  Inc.
Jacqueline M. Vanier

$2,500–$4,999
Acsel Health/OPEN Health
Anonymous
Baylor College Medicine
Amy Bernstein
David Cahouet
The Ann and Frank Cahouet
  Foundation
MD Anderson Cancer Center

Institute for Cancer Research
Douglas and Camille Cappiello
Chery Coviello
Bd Urology & Critical Care
Dean and Jen Dardzinski
Amy J. Demske
Mr. and Mrs. Jordan Dickstein
Susan Donahue and
  Norman Kiken
Karl Storz Endoscopy-America
Russell Finsness
Marvin and Elaine Gottlieb
Ruth Ann Graham
UC San Diego Heath
Bo and Tracy Herrin
Paul Horak
Allison Innella
Mrs. Marjorie B. Joseph
The Edward and Lucille Kimmel
  Foundation Inc.
Albany Medical Center
William Moroney
Denver Mossing
The Ohio State University 
  Comprehensive Cancer Center
Marjorie Oolie
Jane Ottenberg
Perfection Truck Parts
  & Equipment
John Ritz
Charles and Marci Ross
Santiago Family Charitable Fund
Estate of Santa Scavuzzo Legano
Richard R. Scolio
Jared and Rebecca Sher
Sandy Spring Bank
Thompson Coburn LLP
University of Chicago Medical
  Center
Myron C. Warshauer
Cristina Waters
Andrew Waters
Kevin Watson

$1,000–$2,499
Mary Ann Adams
Robert Albert
Joseph Alexander
James and Lesley Anixter
Rick Bangs
William and Claudette
  Banholzer
Barbara Barlow
Narindra K. Bewtra
Max Bochmann
Borbcat Fantasy Basketball
Scott Brockett
Fletch Bulifant
Betty Caffo
Carolina Urologic Research
  Center
Jeff and Gina Carpenter
Jeffrey A. Christianson
Mark and Oliva Clark
Ron Clyborne
Sandra Cooper
Sall and Cox Charitable Fund
Christina Derleth
Kenneth and Glenice Dickson
Jeanne DuPont
Stephen Eisen
Cathie Eitelberg
Lloyd E. Elkins
Lyle and Gayle Elliott
Penelope Fleming
Kevin Foley
Marvin And Cookie Friedman
Howard Friend
Charla Gabert
James and Linda Garvey
Adrienne Glazov
Jerome Golden
Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching
  Gift Program
Avrum Gray
Sarah Green
Martin and Bonnie Gregge
Mrs. Christine Griner

The following donors contributed $500 or more to the Bladder Cancer
Advocacy Network in 2023. Thank you for supporting our mission, as together

we are leading the way to awareness and a cure for bladder cancer.

http://www.bcan.org
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2023 MAJOR DONORS

Jason Heller
Jim Henricks
Michael Hoyt
Edward Hughes
Joan M. Hurray
Joan Johnston
Julie T. Kasper
Carol Kruvant
Bartley Lagomarsino
Mike and Karen Lahm
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lemein
Michael Loverde
Alan Ludwig
Andrea Maddox-Smith
Leo and Rachel Marcus
Margolis Foundation, Inc.
Lt. Col. Francis C. Marr
Sasha Mead
John and Mary Ellen Menke
Beno and Elaine Michel
Linda F. Miller
Matt and Amy Milowsky
Natasha Moore
Patricia A. Moran
David Moscow
Kelly A. Nash
Arthur Nordlinger
Timothy B. O’Grady
Mr. Brian Okamoto
Capital One N.A.
Sandra B. O’Shea
Nancy J. Padgett
Michael Panzara
Parson Family
Robert Patton
Theodore F. Perlman
Wayne Perrault
Jane E. Pettibone
Judge Jose Raul Pinto
Anton W. Plonner III
Poarch Family Foundation
Pro Tools, LLC
Vincent and Deanna Pucciarelli
The Andrew and Sally Quale
  Foundation
Jonathan Reynolds
John Roberts
Mr. Craig Robinson
Louis Roitblat

Sharon Rosenblum
Harold Rosenson
Molly Ryan
Samet Foundation Inc.
Richard Scheid
David and Sheila Schlee
Jim and Danielle Schley
Dean and Carol Schroeder
Harvey and Barbara Schulweis
Gerald Schwartz
James Screeden
Michael A. Shaw
Mrs. Sarah Shore
Greg and Susan Sickal
Daniel K. Silver
Lawrence Singerman
Jerry and Nancy Sjostrom
Skillwork LLC
Craig and Chris Slye
Michael Sosin and
  Tedi Siminowsky
Elise Squillante
Mrs. Lauren Sterlacci
Dr. Cora Sternberg
James C. Styer
Ken Templeton
J. Timothy and Catherine
  Thompson
Mrs. Alexandra Torkilson
Pace Family Trust
Alan M. Unger
Andrew Vessillo
Paul Walters
Wasserman Family Foundation
Bonnie Weedman
Stephen R. Wildstein
Michael D. Wildstein
Stephen Wills
Timothy Winger

$500–999 
A.G.O. Transportation Inc.
Abbvie Employment Engagement 
Fund
Gautum Agarwal
AllRise Legal Counsel LLC
Tom Anderson
Anonymous
Carol B. Auerbach

Thomas Autrey
Ronald A. Axelrod
Susan Baker
Maria Bardini-Perkins
Kenneth Baun
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Beckerman
Charles Beebe
Ambaw Bellete
Isham Bennett
Alan Bennett
Peter Boyer
Dr. Marianne Brady
Family of William Brown
Dr. and Mrs. Aden A. Burka
Burroughs Welcome Fund
Cindy Burton
Paul Calvo
Emily Chan
Connie Chesser
Chevron Matching Employee
  Funds
Stephanie Chisolm
Donald Chudacoff
Michael Cibischino
The Cinquino Fund
Darrin Clark
Roy Clason Jr
Ronald and Michelle Clyborne
Sean Coakley
Thomas Cobb
Andrew Cohen
Colburn-Keenan Foundation Inc.
Harvey and Belle Cole
Aaron Collins
Judith Crutcher
Jonathan Daniell
David DeBerry
Dr. Rian Dickstein
Dave Dimick
Mehrdad Dokhanchy
Dr. Robert M. Dolman
Bryan Drumgoole
Helene Dykes
Beverly A. Edwards
Dr. Haleh Eghrari
John Ehrlich
Bonnie Emlaw
Mid Valley Escrow
Kurt Faxon

Bruce Feinberg
Barbara Fiore
Richard S. Fleisher
Kendra Froehlich
Richard Funk
George Gaitanaris
Barbara Garren
John Gilman
Peter and Virginia Golato
Brendan Guercio
Noah Hahn
Kathy S. Hamilton
Rev. Preston Hannibal
HD Miller Construction
Shield Healthcare
Kiran Hebbar
James W. Hornberger
Abraham Hussein
Beth Ising and Mary Kate Cullen
Melissa E. Hager and 
  Curtis A. Johnson
Dean Jones
Dr. Karim Kader
Joanne Keenan
Greg Kemp
Heather Kight
Dr. Kay Knox
Cynthia Koenigsberg
Paul J. Konigsberg
William and Carolyn Koontz
Aaron Koos
Richard and Angela Koucheravy
Dr. John R. Lanci
Paul R. Lederer
Anthony Lee
Margaret Lee
Todd Horowitz and Carol Levine
Clyde S. Lewis
Tom F. Lillard
Robert Lipman and Nancy Rose
Rosemary Lowden
Joseph Lynch
Robert and Sandra Lund
Jill Maccorkle
Management Systems Inc
Parvin P. Mani
Marketing Activity
Ken McMahon
William Methenitis
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2023 MAJOR DONORS

Mr. and Mrs. Scott D. Michel
Karen I. Millward
Michelle Moretto
Daniel Morrow
Mark Morse
Brad and Roseann Murphy
NABE: The National Association
  for Bar Professionals
Yoni and Stephen Neirman
Joyce Nicholson
Sanford Nusbaum
John Odenwelder and Nancy 
Noonan
Robert and Jackie O’Donnell
John O’Donnell
Martin O’Grady
Linda Onnen
Kay Osborn
Elizabeth D. Oteri
Evon Pagano
Anthony Perricelli
Roland Pesch
Dale Pinkert
Brent Piper
Dr. Michael Porter
The Progressive Insurance
   Foundation
Ronald Rashkow
Elaine and Peter Recklet
Rider University College
  of Business
Michael D. Rocker
Francois Rodigari
Ross Rodrigues
Gary and Cell Rothbart
Marie Rudert
Margaret Ryan
David and Gaynell Sachse
Karen Sachse
Lance M. Schiller
Dr. Mark Schoenberg
William and Sharie Schwaikert
Edward Schwartz
Guy Schweppe
Joan and Jerome Serchuck
Doug Sharpe
Jesse Shefferman
Alexandra and JD Siegel
Chirs Simpson

Caryn Skurnick
Michael and Carol Smith
Michael Spilky
Steven Stafstrom
Mr. and Mrs. Robert N. Steckler
Robert Stianchi
Dr. Michael M. Stone
Sudler Foundation
Kelsey Teegen
Anne Theriault
Aaron Thorne
Kim Turman
Robert Turner
Charles and Pamela Vetrano
Vmware Foundation
Ralph Vossmeyer
Kevin and Susan Waesco
Frederick Wahl
Erik Wallin
Paul Wang
Doug E. Warner
Kathy Waters
Stephen Watt
Janette and Bennett Waugh
Sandy Weicher
Andrew and Katherine 
  Welzenbach
Steven White
Eric Wiening
Windsor Oak Wealth 
  Management
Jill Wollins
Sherida Wright
Richard Young
Mark D. Young and Rachel A.
  Carren
Stephen Yuter
Richard E. Zoyhofski
Ken Zraik
Courtney Zuke

JOHN QUALE LEGACY SOCIETY
Anonymous
Darrell Lloyd Cartwright
Estate of Charles D. Gibson
Julie M Hoover
Steven Charles Howse
Paul Joseph Matusz
Jacqueline Kimberley Matusz
Michael Paul Phillips
Jill Louise Phillips 
Sam A Roberts
William Francis Russell
Deborah E Sargeant
The Perry R. Shapiro Living 
Trust
Jamie Joy Throgmorton 
Diane Zipursky Quale

http://www.bcan.org
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Taiwo Abayomi
Monica Jill (Bierman) 
Acton
Jane Alexy
Tony Alviani
Mardie Andrews
Jack Aregood
Judy Ashburn
Lucy Austin
Aliakbar Bahreman
Richard Balaban
Tara Balunis
Merita Bania
Larry Baron
The Staff of BCAN
David Beene
Mary L. Benjamin
Chuck Bernstein
Dr. Richard Bihrle
Cedell M. Bledsoe
Nancy Bonanno
Jolene Borders
William Bouler
William E. Bower
Dan Breiner
Patricia Bridle
Walter Briggs
Kenneth Brothers
John D. Brown
Leslie J. Brown
Ross Brown
Gregory Buhyoff
Rick Bulifant
Matthew Burger, PA-C
Eileen Byrne

Bill Byrnes
Nancy Byrnes
Barbara Cafferata
The Captain
Bill Cara
William Cara
Maureen Casper
Tony Castagna
Kevin D. Cerveny
Larry Cheek
Stephanie Chisolm
Arthur B. Cohen
Michael Cohen
John Copley
Brad Cordova
Peppe Cornecelli
Ronnie Cory
Rick Craig
Dora B. Crowder
Jeremy Crumley
Tracy Cushing
Tray Cushing
Patricia R. Davidson
Doug’s Dawgs
Shelley Fairy Green Day
Joan M. Decker
Robert Demske
Richard DePersis
Guy DeRosa
Kathleen DiCiaccio
Dr. Sharri M. Donat
Jennifer Donnelly
Julia D. Dooley
Gary Doughman
Joseph M. Drozdowsky

Susan N.  DuBose
Vickie Dunlevy
Mark Eason
David Edmunds
Mark Edwards
Dr. Sepehr Egrari
Pamela Erthal
Fred I. Fabel
Sally Fabito
Jill Falk
Ralph G. Fariello
David Farrell
Larry Field
Russell Finsness
Dr. John L. Fiore
Benjamin Fitzpatrick
Michael Flanagan
Brenda Diane Frayser 
Bishop
Terence W. Friedlander
Curt Froehlich
Dr. Curtis Froehlich
Hansi Fruchtman
Phillip Fuller
Frank X. Gallagher
Brad Garrett
Joan Garza
William J. Gault
David G. Gentry
Nick Gerold
Beverly Glass
Shelley Goddard
Shirley Jean Goff
Jim Grabner
Barry Gray

John J. Gretkowski
Colleen Griffin
George Griparis
Jacqualine Guest
Mary Gushée
Stephen Gushée
Joseph Gynizio
David Hagstrom
David G. Hagstrom
Elaine Haralson
Thomas Harbert
Wayne Harding
Carolyn R. Harris
Nellie L. Hatfield
Sami Havens
Harry B. Hayes
Calvin Hazell
Evelyn Heller
The Hellers
Susan Lynn Herald
Matt Hernandez
Buzz Hiken
Eileen Hoffman
Kevin Hohe
Annette Holland
Richard Houston
William J. Hromada
Michael Humen
Sue Jackson
Gregory James
Robert S. James Jr.
Terry Jenkins
Sandy Jess
Rosa L. Jeter
Cedell Johnson

Chris Johnson
David Jones
Dana Joyce
Glenn Kadura
Dean Karrel
Kevin Keenan
Dennis Kelty
Gregory Kimzey
Doug King
Judy Klassen
John A. Kluepfel
Steen Kopke
Norman Kowalsky
Richard Kramarik
Stephenie Krizay
Stephen Krizowy
Robert Kruvant
Satish Kumar
Neil Kurtz
Mary LaCroix
Richard Lagnese
Michael Lahm
Marie LaVolpe
David A. LeCours
Debby Leedy
Tim Lehn
Robert A. Leingang
Ryan Patton Ligon
Robert Lipman
Adam Loewen
Jorge Lopez
Edward T. Louie
John Francis M. Sr.
Giuseppe Madia
Charlotte Madison

TRIBUTE GIFTS
In 2023, we recognized these individuals for their crucial  

contributions to our fight against bladder cancer.
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Lawrence A. Malin
Ruth Manella
Pat Marinello
Ray Marthaler
Paulette Martin
Rona S. Martucci
Richard W. Massari
Nevio Joseph Mattes-
sich
John McLean
John McManus
Gerry McNamara
Barry McNutt
Dr. Joshua Meeks
Ronnie Melrose
Daniel R. Miller
John F. Miller
Keith W. Millinger
Matthew Milowsky
Dr. Barbara E. Milton, Jr.
Jane Minor
Frances Mitchell
Irenee (Ray) J. Moise
Phillip Monger
William Monnet
Taylor Monroe
Frank B. Moorman
Geraldine Morelli
Ronald Morgan
Joy Morris
Michael H. Moss
Oliver Mullen
Camie Musella
Michael A. Myirski
Jacqueline Nalls
Brenda Neff
Nancy Nelson

Ronald Neuhaus
Scott Newton
William Nullmeyer
Ellen O’Grady
Gail Pache
Linda Pacitti
Michelene Pagnotti
Al Panza
Patricia J. Parker
Dennis Parnell
Gene Parrish
Tom Parzych
Harry A. Patsch
Curt Pautz
Douglas Perkowski
Francine Perrine-Wit-
tkamp
Loretta Peterson
Manfred Petroll
Lillian Petru
Eugene Pietzak
Robert Poling
Ann Pomper
Carol S. Porter
Donald Postell
Debra Pratt
Charles M. Preston
Shirley A. Pritchard
John Quale
Patricia Randazzo
David Ray
Ellen P. Rayner
Werner Rehm
William R. Reynolds
Sam Rhudy
Samuel Rhudy
Joseph Riccio

Daniel Ritchie
Deborah Ritter
John L. Roberts, Sr.
Elvio Rodrigues
Robert W. Roeth, Jr.
Gerry Rogero
Rita Rogero
Jerry Rosenkranz
Barbara Ross
Gianfranco Ruffini
Debra D. Ryan
Marget L. Ryan
Karen Sachse
Roger Sachse
Thomas Santiago
Chris Scheid
Gregory S. Schenk
Alex Schneider
Colleen Schramm
Robert P. Schreiber
David B. Schulman
Dr. Bernard Schwartz
Michael Schwartz
Ellis Schweitzer
Patty Screeden
John Joseph Searcy
D. Shapiro
Rachel Shapiro
Sandra Shelly
Young T. Shin
Michael Shinay
Catherine Shockley
Phil Shults
Louise M. Sillars
Barney Silver
Pamela Lightcap 
Simpson

Jon Sinton
Chelsa M. Sladek
Gary M. Smith
Rod Smith
Stephen Smith
Isabel Soffer
Patty Sowinski
Gary G. Speck
Josi Srsnick
BCAN Staff
Gary Steinberg
Charlton E. Stewardson
The Strand Family
Arlene Strupp
FCMC Ostomy Support 
Group
Jeffrey Swackhammer
Beverly Tatham
Dorothy Taylor
Mark Teegen
Mike Terrigno
Anne Theriault
Matt Thomas
Michael A. Thomas
John L. Thompson
Donna Tkacz
Gordon Todd
Lloyd Tollefson
Noble T. Tongue
Steve Travali
Mary Kay Tucker
David Turret
Jim Tyrrell
Patricia Ulrich
Laurie Van Grack
Mark Van Grack
Burdell VanBoening

Ed Varney
Dr. Manish Vira
Don Vollenweider
Nick Volo
Karl Vorsatz
Tony Waski
William Wayman
Mary C. Weigle
Robert A. Weil
Elliott Weiner
Scott J. Wenner
Colleen White
Hugh S. A. White
William H. White
Kristina Wilk
Tom Wilk
Kevin Williams
David Otis Wilson
James Witkowski
Jeannie Wittig
Jill A. Wollin
Roger Younger
Michael A. Yuter
Scott D. Zatyrka
Joseph Hares Zeitouni
Diane Zipursky
Michael J. Zmuda
James Zogby
Bob 
Carly 
Dad 
Nate 
Nikki
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2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jared Sher, Chair
Robert Levin, Treasurer
Beverly James, Secretary
Duncan Alexander
Jamie Gillespie
Mary Gushée
Cheryl Taylore Lee, MD
Seth Lerner, MD
Gerald McNamara, Immediate Past Chair
David Pulver
Karen Sachse 
Neal Shore, MD
Malcolm “Mick” Tuesley
Diane Zipursky Quale, Co-Founder

STAFF

Andrea Maddox-Smith 
Chief Executive Officer

Aleena Ahmed  
Communications and Marketing Manager 

Valérie Aldana, MPH 
Senior Research Project Manager

Joslyn Brown 
Development and Marketing Coordinator

Stephanie Chisolm, PhD 
Director of Education & Advocacy

Anne Collins 
Research Project Coordinator 

Rob Demske 
Chief Development Officer

Bernadette Fitzsimmons 
Research Grant & Volunteer Manager

Rebecca Johnson, MPH 
Director of Research

Ivan Martinez 
Community Engagement Manager

Patricia Rios 
Senior Education and Advocacy Manager 

Trenny Stephens 
Executive Assistant to the CEO/Office 
Administrator

Mark Story 
Director of Communications & Marketing

Rebecca Yannopoulos 
Senior Development Manager

BCAN VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP & STAFF

Rick Bangs  
BCAN patient advocate

John L. Gore, MD, MS  
University of Washington, Seattle, WA

Anne E. Kiltie, MD  
Oxford University, United Kingdom

William Y. Kim, MD  
UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer 
Center, Chapel Hill, NC

Seth P. Lerner, MD, FACS,  
Baylor College of Medicine 

Yair Lotan, MD,  
University of Texas Southwestern 
Medical Center 

David J. McConkey, PhD,  
Johns Hopkins Greenberg Bladder 
Cancer Institute 

James McKiernan, MD  
Columbia Presbyterian Hospital, New 
York, NY

Gerald McNamara,  
Immediate Past BCAN Chair 

Matthew I. Milowsky, MD,  
UNC Lineberger Comprehensive Cancer 
Center

Elizabeth Plimack, MD, MS,  
Fox Chase Cancer Center 

Jonathan Rosenberg, MD    
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer 
Center, New York, NY

Eila C. Skinner, MD,  
Stanford University

Gary Steinberg, MD, FACS,  
Rush University Medical Center 

John Taylor, MD,  
University of Kansas Medical Center  

Diane Zipursky Quale,  
BCAN Co-Founder

BCRN MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Bladder Cancer Research 
Network (BCRN) Management 
Committee is comprised of medical 
professionals who understand and 
are committed to BCAN’s mission and 
operation. This group is authorized 
to develop, coordinate and manage 
the annual Think Tank meeting, to 
further the purposes of BCAN and 
BCRN; develop a list of bladder cancer 
research priorities for approval by the 
BCAN Board of Directors; review and 
make recommendations to BCAN 
Board of Directors regarding research 
proposals to be supported by and/
or be engaged in by BCRN (which 
will include projects from Think Tank 
Working Groups). The 2023 members 
of the BCRN Management Committee 
included: 

LEADERSHIP & STAFF  BCAN 2023 Annual Report
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SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD
Elizabeth Plimack, MD, Chairperson Fox Chase 
Cancer Center
Andrea Apolo, MD, National Cancer Institute
Angela B. Smith, MD, MS, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill
Ashish M. Kamat, MD, MD Anderson Cancer 
Center
Bishoy M. Faltas, MD, Weill-Cornell Medicine
Cheryl Taylore Lee, MD, FACS, The Ohio State 
University
Chong-xian Pan, MD, PhD, Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital 
Colin P.N. Dinney, MD, MD Anderson Cancer 
Center
Dan Theodorescu, MD, PhD, Cedars-Sinai 
Cancer Institute
David J. McConkey, PhD, Johns Hopkins 
Greenberg Bladder Cancer Institute
Donald Lamm, MD, FACS, BCG Oncology
Donna Hansel, MD, PhD, University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center 
Eila Skinner, MD, Stanford University
Gary D. Steinberg, MD, FACS, Rush University 
Medical Center 
Guru Sonpavde, MD, Dana Farber Cancer 
Institute
Hikmat Al-Ahmadie, MD, Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center
James McKiernan, MD, Columbia University
Jason A. Efstathiou, MD, DPhil, 
Massachusetts General Hospital
Jean Hoffmann-Censtis, MD, Johns Hopkins 
Greenberg Bladder Cancer Institute
Jeanny Aragon-Ching, MD, FACP Inova Schar 
Cancer Institute
Jill Hamilton-Reeves, PhD, RD, CSO, University 
of Kansas Medical Center
John A. Taylor, III, MD, MS, University of 
Kansas
Jonathan E. Rosenberg, MD, Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Institute
Joshua Meeks, MD, PhD Northwestern 
University Feinberg School of Medicine 

Lawrence Karsh, MD, FACS, CPI, The Urology 
Center of Colorado
Louis Keeler III, MD, New Jersey Urology 
Mark Schoenberg, MD, FACS, Montefiore 
Medical Center and Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine
Matthew Galsky, MD, Mount Sinai School of 
Medicine
Matthew I. Milowsky, MD, UNC Lineberger 
Comprehensive Cancer Center
Matthew Nielsen, MD, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill
Maxwell V. Meng, MD, University of California, 
San Francisco
Michael Porter, MD, MS, University of 
Washington
Molly Ingersoll, PhD Institut Pasteur
Neal D. Shore, MD, FACS, Carolina Urologic 
Research Center, Grand Strand Urology
Noah M. Hahn, MD, Johns Hopkins Medical 
Institutions
Norm D. Smith, MD, The University of Chicago
Peter Clark, MD, Atrium Health Levine Cancer 
Institute 
Rian J. Dickstein, MD, Chesapeake Urology
Ronac Mamtani, MD, MSCE, University of 
Pennsylvania
Sam Chang, MD, Vanderbilt-Ingram Cancer 
Center
Sarah Psutka MD, MSc University of 
Washington
Scott M. Gilbert, MD, MS, Moffitt Cancer 
Center
Seth Lerner, MD, FACS, Baylor College of 
Medicine
Shilpa Gupta, MD Cleveland Clinic Taussig 
Cancer Institute 
Sia Daneshmand, MD, USC/Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center
Sima Porten, MD, MPH University of California, 
San Francisco
Srikala Sridhar, MD, Princess Margaret 
Hospital

Steve Riggs, MD, FACS, Levine Cancer Institute
Trinity J. Bivalacqua, MD, PhD, Perelman 
Center for Advanced Medicine
William Kim, MD University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill
Yair Lotan, MD, UT Southwestern Medical 
Center

EMERITUS MEMBERS
Badrinath Konety, MD, FACS, MBA, University 
of Minnesota
Bernard Bochner, MD, Memorial Sloan-
Kettering Cancer Center
David M. Latini, PhD, Baylor College of 
Medicine
Dean F. Bajorin, MD, Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center
Edward M. Messing, MD, FACS, University of 
Rochester Medical Center
Mark L. Gonzalgo, MD, PhD, University of 
Miami
Mark Soloway, MD, FACS, Memorial 
Healthcare System
Michael Cookson, MD, University of Oklahoma 
College of Medicine
Michael Droller, MD, Mount Sinai Medical 
Center
Raj S. Pruthi, MD, FACS, University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill
Robert Dreicer, MD, MS, FACP, FASCO, 
University of Virginia Cancer Center
S. Bruce Malkowicz, MD, University of 
Pennsylvania
Steve Wong, MD, UCLA Medical Center  
Walter Stadler, MD, The University of Chicago
Wassim Kassouf, MD, McGill University
William U. Shipley, MD, FACR, Harvard Medical 
School & MA General Hospital
Arthur I. Sagalowsky, MD, UT Southwestern 
Medical Center
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Survivor to Survivor

The Gift that Keeps on Giving 
– Monthly

Sometimes, you just need to talk to someone who truly 
understands. 

BCAN’s Survivor to Survivor program offers phone support 
for bladder cancer patients who have questions about 
their bladder cancer journeys. Many patients want to know 
more about things like what to expect with a surgery or 
procedure, what to expect with treatment, and how other 
survivors approached getting back to “normal.”

If you are a bladder cancer patient and would like to be 
matched with a survivor, please call 301-215-9099 and 
leave a message at extension 212. You can also send a 
confidential email to S2S@bcan.org.

By setting up a recurring monthly donation 
to BCAN, you can support our essential work 
in assisting bladder cancer patients and 
their loved ones. For instance, a $50 monthly 
contribution allows us to distribute multiple 
copies of our most sought-after publications 
to newly diagnosed patients and their 
families. 

Start your monthly donation today at  
bcan.org/donate.

BCAN 2023 Annual Report
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Walk to End Bladder Cancer

The 2023 Walk to End Bladder Cancer took 
place virtually nationwide and in-person 
in 15 cities. If you or a loved one has been 
impacted by bladder cancer, participating in 
the Walk to End Bladder Cancer is a powerful 
way to raise awareness in your community. 

To learn more, visit bcanwalk.org or call  
1-888-901-BCAN (2226).

WALK TO END
BLADDER CANCER

http://www.bcan.org
http://bcanwalk.org
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